
Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC)  

 

A nurse must legally reside in a NLC state to be eligible to have a multi-state license.   

For questions related to the multistate license or privilege to practice, please contact the Board of Nursing in for a 

particular state of residence. 

 

The mutual recognition model of nurse licensure allows a nurse to have one license (in his or her state of residency) and to 

practice in other states (both physical and electronic), subject to each state's practice law and regulation. Under mutual 

recognition, a nurse may practice across state lines unless otherwise restricted.  This is referred to as a multi-state nurse 

licensure model, specifically referred to as the Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC).  All states that currently belong to the NLC, 

also operate the single state licensure model for those nurses who do not reside legally in a NLC state or do not qualify for 

multi-state licensure. 

In order to achieve mutual recognition, each state must enact legislation or regulation authorizing the NLC. States entering 

the compact also adopt administrative rules and regulations for implementation of the compact. 

Once the compact is enacted, each compact state designates a Nurse Licensure Compact Administrator to facilitate the 

exchange of information between the states relating to compact nurse licensure and regulation.  On January 10, 2000, the 

Nurse Licensure Compact Administrators (NLCA) were organized to protect the public's health and safety by promoting 

compliance with the laws governing the practice of nursing in each party state through the mutual recognition of party state 

licenses.  

NLC States and Date of Implementation 
 

 COMPACT STATES 
 IMPLEMENTATION 

DATE 

 Arizona  7/1/2002 

 Arkansas  7/1/2000 

 Colorado  10/1/2007 

 Delaware  7/1/2000 

 Idaho  7/1/2001 

 Iowa  7/1/2000 

https://www.ncsbn.org/515.htm


Kentucky  6/1/2007 

 Maine  7/1/2001 

 Maryland  1/1/2000 

 Mississippi  7/1/2001 

 Missouri  6/1/2010 

 Nebraska  1/1/2001 

 New Hampshire  1/1/2006 

 New Mexico  1/1/2004 

 North Carolina  7/1/2000 

 North Dakota  1/1/2004 

 Rhode Island  7/1/2008 

 South Carolina  2/1/2006 

 South Dakota  1/1/2001 

 Tennessee  7/1/2003 

 Texas  1/1/2000 

 Utah  1/1/2000 

 Virginia  1/1/2005 

 Wisconsin  1/1/2000 

 

 


